Instant Box Garden for new community food garden coming to Santa Rosa Park soon!

In order to start the community food garden with a flourish we are asking our members to please grow an instant mobile community food garden in a box to bring along when we launch. 
This idea is recycled from Berlin’s mobile community garden - see article at the following link for some great ideas: http://soiledandseeded.com/magazine/issue04/a_visit_to_prinzessinnengarten.php 
How to start your garden in a box:
· Use white foam boxes (which you can often get from your local vegetable supplier or supermarket) or milk crates (if you are feeling artistic your boxes can be decorated).
· Ensure your box has drainage holes.
· Line milk crates with a few layers of newspaper to hold the soil or if you prefer use square cardboard drink containers - cut in half -standing in the box or crate (don’t forget to add drainage holes).
· Half fill box, crate or drink containers with good potting mix (mix in home-made compost if available).
· Sow seeds or plant seedlings of your favourite herbs or veggies.
· Lightly water.
· Select a warm sunny position in winter or a more sheltered spot in summer in which to grow your box garden.
· Put box or crate on an upturned box or crate or a number of upturned pots to act as a bench to allow drainage and to discourage small beasties who might like to eat your seedlings.

· Cover box or crate containing sown seed with clear plastic sheet or glass if available until seeds germinate.

· For any unwanted bugs which may appear please only use organic solutions such as the boot (grubs and caterpillars) or spray soapy water (aphids) or sprinkle crushed white egg shells (to discourage slugs, snails and cabbage moths). 

And then:

· Harvest your produce and enjoy.
· When the community garden is launched (hopefully within a couple of months) please bring your box/es and/or crate/s in whatever stage of growth they may be to the community garden to create an instant no dig community mobile garden. 
· Take a photo of your box garden at any stage, email to us at info@iewf.org  for us to add to our website page at www.habitatnetwork.org/CommunityNursery.htm    We encourage creativity in the decoration or painting of the boxes before you fill them.
· Also please collect foam boxes, native plant tubes and other clean suitable small pots for use by the community nursery and garden.
